THE
JOURNAL to  STELLA
LETTER I
[SATURDAY]                             Chester    Septr. 2. 1710
Jo1 will give you an Account of me till I got into the Boat,
after which the Rogues made a new bargain & forced me
to give them 2 Crowns, and talkt as if we should not be
able to overtake any Ship; but in half an Hour we got to
the. Yatcht;2 for the Ships lay by wait for My Ld Lt's
Steward. We made our Voyage in 15 hours just; last
night I came to this Town, and shall leave it I believe on
Monday, The first man I mett in Chestr was Dr Raymd^
1  Joseph Beaumont, a linen-draper and also, apparently, general dealer
of Trim. He is frequently mentioned in the Journal'and in Swift's letters.
According to Deane Swift he was ca venerable, handsome, grey-headed
man, of quick and various natural abilities'.  He developed a taste for
mathematics and abstract learning.   His slaying tables, for use in the
weaving of linen, were recognized by a government award. Researches
into the problem of the longitude deranged him 'about the year 1718*
according to Deane Swift, but as early as 1715 he began to give his friends
anxiety (Comsp. ii. 295, 367, 368, 380).  In 1722, after a temporary
recovery, he became hopelessly mad (Corresp. iii. 129). A few years later
he committed suicide.  Swift held him in friendly regard and lent him
money when he was in financial difficulties (Comsp. iii. 253; v. 72).
2  A government vessel at the service of the Lord Lieutenant and the
officials of Dublin Castle.
3  The Rev. Anthony Raymond succeeded John Stearne as rector of
Trim in 1705, on the promotion of the latter to the Deanery of St. Patrick's;
and, thereupon, he resigned his fellowship at Trinity College, Dublin.
Three miles to the south of Trim lay Swift's living of Laracor. Despite
his eccentricity, vanity, and improvidence, Raymond succeeded in retain-
ing Swift's friendship.   He held the living of Trim till his death in
1726.  In 1713 he also received the small Crown living of Moymet,
within two miles of Trim (post, p. 671 and n.3). Shortly before his death
he issued the prospectus of a 'History of Ireland', but the work was never
4949                                                         T                                                               -B